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Travel Information for Bovington Camp  updated Jun 2013 
 
 
Rail 
 

The nearest railway station is Wool on the main line between London Waterloo and Weymouth. At 

Wool Station (south side) you will find a bus departure screen, taxi rank, bike racks and a local 

street map (the map is on the outside wall of the station building). There is an off-road 

cycle/footpath from Wool Station (north side) to Bovington Camp - the distance is about 2 miles.  

 

The Waterloo-Weymouth rail service is operated by South West Trains. Trains in each direction 

call at Wool at hourly intervals throughout the day and at similar intervals in the evening, seven 

days a week. During Mon-Fri peak hours, there are additional stops giving a half-hourly frequency. 

Up-to-the-minute information about train arrivals/departures at Wool Station can be viewed here. 

 

All London-bound trains from Wool call at Poole, Bournemouth, Southampton Central and 

Southampton Airport Parkway. Southampton Central is the main interchange point for a number 

of other rail services, namely: 

 Portsmouth-Southampton-Salisbury-Bristol-Cardiff services operated by First Great Western.  

 Bournemouth-Southampton-Reading-Birmingham-the North operated by CrossCountry.  

 Southampton-Chichester-Brighton  & -Gatwick-London (Victoria) services operated by Southern.  

 Local services to Romsey, Eastleigh, Fareham and Portsmouth. 

 

All Weymouth-bound trains call at Dorchester South. From here, there is a well-signposted 10-

minute walk to Dorchester West for train services to Yeovil, Westbury, Bath and Bristol operated 

by First Great Western. Alternatively, you can change between the two services at Upwey Station. 

 

You can plan your rail journey using the National Rail journey planner. Information about stations, 

fares and any current or planned service disruptions can also be found on the National Rail website. 

 

Tickets can be purchased in advance, often at discount prices, on the South West Trains website, on 

the websites of other train operators or on independent ticket websites such as Red Spotted Hanky 

(the choice of experts). You can purchase tickets at the start of your journey from the booking office 

at Wool Station (when manned) or from the ticket vending machine on Platform 2. 

 

Split fare option: You can save money on some journeys by buying two sets of tickets instead of one, eg 

instead of buying a Wool-London return, buy a Wool-Basingstoke return plus a Basingstoke-London return. 

Ticket office staff at Wool can sell you both sets of tickets but are not allowed to advise you about the split 

fare option. The trains you catch must call at the intermediate station, but there is no need to get out and 

rebook. Use the split ticket tool on the Money Saving Expert website to reveal the best ticket combination. 
 

Members of HM Forces and their spouses & children can get 1/3
rd

 off most rail fares with an HM 

Forces Railcard. Similar discounts can be obtained with other national railcards.  

 
Megabus / Megatrain 
 
Fares by rail to London (and by coach to other UK destinations) for as little as £1, plus 50p booking 

fee, can be obtained by booking via Megabus. The nearest Megabus/Megatrain pick up point is 

Poole (14 miles from Bovington). You will need to buy a separate rail ticket for travel between 

Wool and Poole. If continuing to London by train, you must change trains at Poole. 

 

http://www.southwesttrains.co.uk/
http://www.livedepartureboards.co.uk/ldb/sumdep.aspx?T=WOO
http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
http://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/
http://www.southernrailway.com/
http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
http://www.southwesttrains.co.uk/
http://www.redspottedhanky.com/
http://splitticket.moneysavingexpert.com/
http://www.hmforces-railcard.co.uk/
http://www.hmforces-railcard.co.uk/
http://www.railcard.co.uk/
http://uk.megabus.com/
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Coach 
 

Scheduled coach services between most towns and cities in the UK are provided by National 

Express. 

 

The nearest National Express pick-up point is North Street in Wareham town centre (7 miles from 

Bovington). Coaches operating via Wareham are: 

 035, Swanage-Wareham-London, one journey each way daily. 

 315, Eastbourne-Southampton-Wareham-Exeter-Helston, one journey each way daily. 

 333, Blackpool-Birmingham-Bristol-Wareham-Bournemouth, one journey each way daily. 
Note: Services 315 & 333 run via Wool; the driver may agree to set down in Wool on your return journey. 

 

A wider selection of National Express coaches operate from Poole bus station (10 mins walk from 

railway station) and Bournemouth Interchange (just outside the railway station). Services run to 

central London, Heathrow, Gatwick, Birmingham and other destinations. You can usually get the 

cheapest advance fares on the more popular routes, eg: Bournemouth-London. 

 

 

 

Bus 
 

Bus services in south Dorset are operated by a number of companies, principally: 

 Damory Coaches  

 Dorset Community Transport 

 First Hampshire and Dorset  

 MOREbus (was Wilts & Dorset) 

 South West Coaches 

 Yellow Buses  

Note: A full list of bus operators in Dorset is given here. 

 

Long-distance bus services in the area call at the railway station bus stop at Wool (2 miles from 

Bovington) and the Drax Arms in Bere Regis (5 miles from Bovington). Summer service X43 also 

calls at Bovington (for the Tank Museum). Details of these services are given below: 

 

 X53 CoastLinx (Poole-Wareham-Wool-Weymouth-LymeRegis-Exeter), about every two 

hours Mon-Sat daytime. In Summer months, the X53 also runs on Sundays. This service is 

operated by First Hampshire & Dorset. 

 

 X43 Summer Holiday Bus, during the school summer holiday period only (Swanage-
Wareham-Wool-Bovington-Lulworth-Weymouth), about every two hours daily. This 

service is operated by Damory Coaches. 

 

 387 (Poole-Bere Regis-Dorchester), about every 2 hours, Mon-Sat daytime, operated by 
First Hampshire & Dorset. 

 

An electronic departure board giving up-to-the-minute bus times has been installed on Platform 2 at 

Wool Station. The information is also displayed electronically at the nearby bus stop.  

 

 

http://www.nationalexpress.com/
http://www.nationalexpress.com/
http://www.morebus.co.uk/
http://www.ectgroup.org.uk/services/DOR
http://www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/southwest/dorset
http://www.morebus.co.uk/
http://www.southwestcoaches.co.uk/
http://www.bybus.co.uk/
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/travel-dorset/bus/bus-timetables-and-operators/bus-operators-and-contact-details
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Two local bus services call at Bovington Camp:  

103 Bovington – Wool – Lulworth – Winfrith – Dorchester, Mon-Sat daytime 

104 Wareham – Bovington – Wool – Lulworth – Winfrith - Dorchester, Mon-Sat daytime 
 

A summary of the 103 & 104 timetables (valid until Sept 2013) is presented below. 

 
►  Bovington to Wool,  Mon-Sat except public holidays 
  

Service number 

 

103 

NS 

103 104 104 103 103 

Sch 

103 

SSH 

103 

Wareham - - 1015 1215 - - - - 

Bovington Camp 0728 0900 1032 1232 1432 1535 1532 - 

Wool Station arrive 0738 0910 1042 1242 1442 1545 1542 - 

Wool Station depart 0752 0910 1048 1248 - 1545 - 1615 

Lulworth Camp - 0924 1055 1302 - - - 1629 

Winfrith 0757 0944 - 1323 - 1602 - 1649 

Dorchester - 1016 - 1351 - - - 1709 

 

◄  Wool to Bovington,  Mon-Sat except public holidays  
 

Service number 

 

103 

Sch 

103 

SSH 

104 104 103 103 103 

Dorchester  - - - - 1240 - 1725 

Winfrith  0809 - 0900 - 1311 - 1753 

Lulworth Camp  - - 0924 1137 1330 - 1812 

Wool Station arrive 0823 - 0938 1144 1344 - 1822 

Wool Station depart 0825 0845 0948 1148 1348 1448 1822 

Bovington Camp 0835 0855 0958 1158 1358 1458 1832 

Wareham - - 1014 1214 - - - 

 

Sch = Schooldays only    NS = not Saturdays  

SSH = Saturdays and Mon-Fri during school holidays only 
 

Service 103 is operated by Damory Coaches.  Service 104 is operated by Dorset Community 

Transport. For information about both services, contact Damory Coaches: 01258 452545 

 

The operator, route and timetable of bus services can change frequently, so you should check before 

travelling. Bus routes and timetables can be viewed online on the relevant operator’s website (see 

above). Bus maps and timetable booklets are available from libraries, post offices and tourist 

information offices. Bus timetable booklets for Dorset can also be viewed online here. 

 

Shuttle bus services provide handy connections with airports and ferries in the South, for example: 

 Route One from Poole railway station to the town, hospital and quay.  

 Service A1 from Bournemouth railway station to Bournemouth Airport. 

 City Link from Southampton Central railway station to the shops and Town Quay ferry terminal. 

 Railair coach from Woking railway station to Heathrow Airport. 

 

 
Plan your journey from door to door by bus, coach or train 

using the Traveline journey planner (tel 0871 200 22 33). 

 
Compiled by Friends of Wool Station. 

 

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/index.jsp?articleid=387271
http://morebus.co.uk/service.shtml?serviceid=1543
http://www.bournemouth-airport-shuttle.co.uk/
http://www.redfunnel.co.uk/travel-connections/bus-connections/citylink/
http://heathrow.airport-information.co.uk/directions-rail.html
http://www.traveline.org.uk/
mailto:woolfarer@tiscali.co.uk

